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wear thin a land of Hectors, 


Thieves, Supercargoes, Sharpers, and Directors.—Pope. 





ROYAL BENEVOLENCE. 
‘<“Ttis notthe amount of the sum, but the sympatrny which the 
« donation speaks for the distresses of the people.” 
PaARLiAmentTaARY Depatecs. 


The remarkable instance of benevolence exhibited 
by the Prince Regent, in the sacrifice of 50,000/. of his 
private property to the wants of the people, is deserv- 
edly the topic of great and general congratulation. 
The native disposition of his Royal Highness shines 
through this splendid donation, aud deserves all the ad- 
miration of the people. It is not the amount of the 
sum, it is justly said, that produces this general feeling 
of gratitude. It is the positive proof that his Royal 
Highness can feel for the miseries which his ministers 
have occasioned ; that he does feel for them; and is 
disposed to alleviate their sufferings as far as his minis- 
ters will /et him. These men are worse than evil genii 
to him. They prevent him from following the dictates 


of his own benevolent disposition, as far asthey can : 
and when his goodness will break out in spite of them, 
they do all they can to destroy its effects. They al- 
ways intercept the rays of his kindness, as they break 
through the dull cloud of national discontent, and 
prevent the people from receiving their full benefit. 
This is vile—this is villainous,—and ought to be re- 
warded accordingly. What business had Lord Cas- 
tlereagh, in announcing this benefaction to the public, 
to hint that it could only be for one year ; that his 
Royal Highness would be obliged to contract debts to 
the same amount, if it were a permanent sacrifice ? 
Such seditious conduct, for IT IS SEDITIOUS, to at- 
tempt to bring the princely character into suspicion, 
ought to be promptly visited with an impeachment ; 
and if the Prince Regent ever heard of the impertinent 
language ofthis honorable secretary for foreign at: 
fairs, he would doubtless order him to be turned out 
of the council-chamber. What does he mean by hinting 
that the Prince can only be economical in his establish- 
ment for one year ; that he can only sacrifice unneces- 
sary splendour for one year ; that hissympathy can only 
liveone year ? He might have left the experience of his 
Royal Highness to have said this, and not thrust bim- 
self forward, like an envious demon, to reduce the 
character of his Royal Highness to alevel with hisown. 





Such conduct as this goes to raise a suspicion among 
those who are always searching for reasons to accuse 
high authorites, that all is not fair and above board, 


even inthe first donation. Aud some malicious people 


may observe, that the minister could easily refund one 
fifty thousand from a variety of resources, so that the 
executive head might geta share of popularity without 
any real sacrifice at all ; butas it might be difficult to 
conceal the trick permanently, it was hinted that the 
benevolence could only be once induged in. God for- 
bid that we should believe this : but there is a story 
of one of our former sovereigns, that countenances the 


idea that such a thing might be possible. 

It has been told by many historians, that for four 
years, Queen Anne gave an hundred thousand pounds 
per annum out of her civil list to support the war 
against France, and hence they deduce an argument 
of the economy and patriotism of that princess.—But 
on the 25th of June, 1713, her majesty acquainted the 
commens, that she had contracted a very large debt up- 
on the revenues of the civil list, and she specified that 
deficiency amounted in August, 1710, to four hundred 
thousand pounds.—Mr. Smith, one of the tellers of the 
Exchequer, who seems to have been too honest aman 
for his office, arose and informed the Tlouse, that the 
estimate ofthis debt was to him astonishing, as at the 
time pointed out he could affirm, that the debt amount- 
ed to little more than a hundred thousand pounds, 
Other members undertook to prove that the funds assign- 
ed to her Majesty for seven hundred thousand pounds 
per annum, had produced eight hundred thousand 
pounds, sothat in the course of eleven years, her Ma- 


jesty had received eleven hundred thousand pounds of 


an overplus, and after deducting the pretended gift of 
four hundred thousand pounds, she had still seven hun- 
dred thousand pounds sterling of the public money in 
her pocket. Though this was the same virtuous as- 
sembly which had expelled Walpole for bribery, 
these observations could not obtain attention ; since 
the very next day the House voted five hundred and 
ten thousand pounds for payment of this debt. * This 
(adds the historian) is the truth, and the whole 
* (ruth of that generous exploit of the daughter 
“of James the second. It was a mean trick by which 
“the nation was cheated of four hundred thousand 
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“ pounds.” He siould have said, five hundred anditen 
thousand pounds, for that was the exact sum granted. 

Far be it from us to give any countenance to the idea 
that any similar job should be lurking behind the etr- 
tain in the instanee before us. We know the magnani- 
mity of his Royal Highness; and we know that altho’ 
he has been occasionally generous to profusion, he 
would be incapable of any act of duplicity. But we 
know at the same time that his officious secretary for 
Foreign affairs is capable of any violation of the con- 
stitution; capable even of selling seats in that honor- 
able house, of which he is so right honorable a mem- 
ber. And we have no high opinion either of his pos- 
sessing that degree of personal courage which would 
shield him from the eharge of double-dealing, as un- 
worthy of the brave as of the just. He did indeed 
stand forward with sufficient effrontery, to avow his 
share of that infamous transaction, the barter of a seat 
in the House of Commons, in that house which must 
not be insulted by being told that the members are 
NOT the representatives of the people, even when they 
RUY seats of a minister. He then felt his footing 
firm on the terra firma of the land corruption. Ile 
knew the HOST OF BELIAL would rally round the 
standard of self-interest, and support their detected 
leader. [fle therefore took up the loud tone of bold 
effrontery, stood on tip-toe, 





And look'd so fierce, and seem d so high, 
A single sparrow could not fly 
Between his noddle and the sky. 


But last week he seems to have been deserted by 
that confident demeanor, so peculiar to his Lordship, 
and which has been so vilely nicknamed impudence. 
The conduct of the noble Lord brought to our recol.- 
lection the following dialogue between the humourous 


Lieutenant and Leentius :— 

Hum. I. Coward ! did you say ? (drawing his sword) 

Leon. Yes; and would say it to any man, uader 
the same circumstances. 

Hum. L. Oh! you would say it to any man, would 
you; then it zs not personal. (putting up his sword again. ) 

Alter a direct attack upon his lordship tor disgracing 
the house, by Sir Francts Burdett, his lordship assum- 
ed that a rebuke from the speaker had induced the 
honorable baronet to recant; but when Sir Francis re- 
plied, “* I did not recant,” our humourous lieutenant 
of the state pocketed his imperious resentment with— 
“ J shall not notice any thing addressed to me, mired 
up with an attack on the house.” 

And will the Prince Regent identify himself with 
this paltry evasion; and suffer his good intentions to 


© is 
% 





be defeated by the counteraction of such a minister? 
Searcely had he announced the benevolence of his roy- 
al masier, and the reluctant, lingering sacrifice of the 
Camden sinecure, than he stood forward to blight all 
the hopes of retrenchment which the example of the 
Regent had given rise to. [fe has taken his stand 
against any further retrenchment, or reform: and thus 
mocked his royal master with the show of concessions 
which will have neither the effect of conciliating, nor 
satisfying the public. It will be found, however neces- 
sary for this Proteus to change his ground again. He 
must yield to public opinion—neither he, nor any other 
minister can ever contend successfully against it. It 
isin vain for him to expect, that by crying ‘* trcason,”’ 
and ‘ dissatisfaction,” as thieves cry “fire,” and “mur- 
der,” to blind the eyes of his pursuers. Ile is now sin- 
gled out as the leader of that unholy band, which wars 
equally upon the monarch and the people ; and wishes 
to keep them perpetually at variance, that its own ob- 
ject may be more safely attained. 

It is yet possible to make much more retrenchment 
inthe royal household. There area varicty of salaries 
and places there that only burlesque the record of them. 
The public do not know hali the names of the of- 
fices, which the lapse of ages, and the abuse of old cus- 
toms, have quartered with salaries upon the public 
purse :— 

‘¢ There we find places piled on places, to the height 
‘ofthe tower of Babel. ‘There we find a master of 
“the household, treasurer of the household, comptrel- 
“ ler of the household, cofferer of the household, depu- 
“ty cofferer of the household, clerks of the household, 
“ clerks comptrollers of the household, clerks comptrol- 
‘Jers’ deputy clerks of the household, office- keepers, 
“ chamber-keepers, necessary-housekeepers, purveyors 
“ of bread, purveyors of wine, purveyors of fish, pure 
“‘ veyors of butter and eggs, purveyors of confectionery, 
** deliverers of greens, coffee-women, spicery men, 
spicery-men’s assistant-clerks, ewry-men, ewry- 
“men’s assistant-clerks, kitchen-clerks-comptrollers, 
‘*‘ kitchen-clerk comptroller’s first clerks, kitchen-clerk 
comptroller’s junior clerks, yeoman of the mouth, 
‘under yeomen of the mouth, grooms, grooms’ child- 
‘* ren, pastry yeomen, harbingers, harbingers’ yeomen, 
‘** keepers of ice houses, cart takers, cart takers’ grooms, 
* bell-ringers, cock and cryer, table deckers, water-en- 
“oie turners, cistern cleaners, keeper of fire buck- 
‘ets, and a thousand or two more of the same kind, 
* which if | were to set down, I know not who would 
take the trouble of reading them over,AWill any man 
* say and keep his countenance, that oue in one hune 
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« dred of these hangers-on tsof avy real use?—Cannot 
“our King havea poached egg for his supper, tnfess he 


‘keeps a purveyor of eggs, and his clerks, and his 
Y S00! a year? 


“ clerk's deputy-clerks, af an expence of 
“while the nation is sinking in a bottomless ocean of 
“debt ? Aga n, whoare they the veomen ofthe mouth: 
‘And whoare the under yeomen of the mouth? What 
“6 is their business ? What is it to yeomena King’s 
‘ mouth ? Where is the necessity for a cofierer, where 


“ there is a treasurer! And, where there is a cofferer, 


«what occasion for a deputy colferer ? Why a neces- 
“ sary-house keeper ? cannota King have a water- 
“ closet, and keep the key of itin his owa pocket ? And 
‘my little cock and oe what can be his post ? Does 
‘he come under the King’s chamber window, and call 
“ the hour, mimicking the crowing of the cock ? This 
“ might be of use before ciocks and watches, mill 
m5 as superfluous 


fof 
evc 


“ repeaters, were invented ; but 
“ now, as the deliverer of greens, the cv ffee-women, spi- 
the kitchen eqn : 


“ cery men’s assistant-clerks, 
‘ first clerks and junior clerks, the greoia’s children, 
* the harbingers’ yeomen, &c. Does the maintaining 
off: 
if 
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‘sucha multitude ofidlers suit tle present state 
1, 


& our finances 2 When wiil ff ugality necessary, 


se 


“ notnow ? Queen Anne gave an hundre: | thousand 


‘pounds a year tothe public service. We pay debi at 
‘on the civil list of six hundred thousand pounds " 
‘one article, without asking how there comes lo be ade- 
“ficiency.” 

{s it rational to believe that his Royal Highness ever 
read the fist of the beings with which heis thus surroun- 
ded ; and which seems purposely designed to cast a 
ridicule upon the dignity, which they are said to main- 
tain. We wonder whether Cesar, or Alexander, kept 
such a formidable retinue to look after the culinary 
department,and watch the daily wants of these tlus- 
trious soldiers. Surely amongst these very respectable 
appendages to royalty, there are a few whom the pro- 
gress of civilization might have dismissed to seck a 
more honest livelihood than that of idling in’ shoals 
about the palace, to shew what little of the spirit of 
ihe man isto be met with amongst the dependants of} 
the great. But if they will not take themselves off, 
irom a sense of honour, they must be swept off by the 
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A more important reduction may be fonnd necessary in that 
portion of the caval dist, Which is devoted to the payment of 
pensions, sinecures, &c. Ht is here indeed, that the yoke pres- 
ses hardest ; and although the Prince Recent may not choose 
to exercise any personal authority in the ungracious task of 
cutting off those which are disgraceiu! to the nation, or unme- 
rited by the individuals who receive them, the ministers must 
be compelled todo theirduty. Let the whole list be present- 
ed to the house of Commons, and Jet none remain but in ex- 
act proportion to the merits, or the wants of the individual ; 
and we shall find a much more tmportant saving, than the 
amount of the royal donation. [tis ridiculous to expect that 
the individuals will make any important saerifice themselves. 
They would be ashamed to come forward with the surren- 
der of ten per cent. when their modesty telis many of them 
they have too long enjoyed them without any claim or nght 
whatever, except the abused confidence of a generous and 
credulous people. 

The public attention shquld be also drawn to a circumstance 
which has been hitherto overlooked. When the Whigs came 
into power on the demise of Pitt, the salaries of the Royal 
Dukes were increased from twelve thousand to eighteen thoue 
sand, perannam, on ace ount of the increased charge of the 
necessaries of life, on aceountof the war, Now we are at 
peace, the war prices are reduced, and these salaries, in com- 
mon justice, ought tobe reduced again to their first amount, if 
it were not deemed necessary to carry the principle of retrench- 

cnt sullfurther. The salaries of the secretaries of state were 
raised at the same time, for the same reason, and OUGHT to 
he reduced—not by a pitiful ten percent, but by wholesale, as 
they were Inc reased. 

In recurring to this subject the Ministers shall be kindly 
assisted in the discovery of further subjects for reduction, and 
the Nai TION will L ASH them t to ) their DU TY. 
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Loundin the Tat of aecle Lrated R ejormer, in the inside 
itha, or the Place of a Skull, 
The name of Golgotha well fits 

A covering for brainle "SS WLS: 


When not the head, but hat is full, 
: nN is prope rly a pee e of skull. 
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The Courier of Saturday last boasts that Mr. Boswell, Sir 
M. W. Ridley : ts W. Wynn, and Mr. Brougham, did then 
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selves great ‘oredit by the spirited and severe dressing they 


rave to Lord Cochrane on Prict ay night, in the House of Com- 
mons! ! We have somewhere read of a Story, In which we 
Were oravely informed a, that two church wardens, five consta- 
bles, a magistrate, and a couple of mastitis, lad appre hended, 
and |: idged in the county gaol, after a severe re: sistance, a 


wooden-legged soldier '! 
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THEATRICALS, 

Gn this subject we have litle to sayin the present number, 
hallhave abundance in the next. All the united talents 
Ssessrs. Kean and Booth, itis said, are likely tou be eclipsed 
by the pe Fae uice of a new tragedy now ina course of re- 
hearsal atthe Joureer, We hope to be able to furnish an ae- 
count of the plot before the performance. 
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stern hand of necessity. These are not times to feed _ 
caterpillars with honey. We must probe all unne- te Caan pondents. sig — 
cessary expences to the quick ; and eradicate them] — bshvlecounsel * Britannia,’ to the best of my huowledge, without 
betore they have eaten their way tothe very heart and | ig : Whi ae roe aoe eer at eae 
seat of existence ofthe empire, F panty. i Lave $ vie my taut game aI aaah nae 5S Comey at 
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How to pay Debts, Royally ; English Anecdotes, §c. 


DWARF. 56 


and boiled. Whether from the peculation of his prime 
minister, the cook—or from any unexpected curtail- 
ment of revenue—I know not, buta debt of halfa mil- 


From the Black Dwarf in England to the Yellow Bonze, lion was contracted—a sum, the magnitude of which 


at Japan. 

It was ny promise, when we parted, that if [ met in 
my travels with any pious chicanery and holy juggling 
nore ipgenious and successful than thine own, | would 
not fail to forward it to thee, for the benefit of thy re- 
ligion. I did not then imagine the task so voluntarily 
imposed upon myself was any thing more than a com- 
pliment to that singular dexterity and impudence 
with which thou presidest over the superstition of Ja- 
pan, and ministerest unto thyself in secret all the bles- 
sings of this world, by holding before thy stupid wor- 
shippers the advantages of another life. But I now 
find thou art only a child in the art of deception, and 


that all the various artifices by which thou hast. stifled 
the dawn of reason in the bosoms of the uncultivated 
Japanese, would hardly entitle thee to follow the pro- 
fession ofa Jackpudding in Europe. England is the 


thou wilt better comprehend when I tell thee that it far 
exceeds the revenue of Japan. When heaven by the 
voice of the French nation, with only the assistance of 
five hundred thousand foreign bayonets, replaced this 
prince upon the throne of his ancestors, he remembered 
the days of his adversity, and begged from his newly 
recovered subjects, a sum equivalent to discharge the 
‘debt be had incurred with the government of England. 
The people of thy country are not more eager to ren- 
der themselves wretched, in order to support the splen- 
dour ofthe crown, than the natives of Kurope. The sub- 
jects of France made common cause with their new Mo- 
narch, and readily advanced the desired money. What, 
if he had run in debt for costly living! Was it not to 
grow great for their glory? In Japan, my friend, 
the money would have been paid over to the creditor, 


‘ ; ae Jand the matterended. It would have been there a 
true paradise of knaves in this European world of 


fools; and this nation, abroad so celebrated for its cou- 


matter of suflicient triumph, to have obtained credit 


* ale J without desert, and money without right. Iu Kurope 
rage, its wisdom, and its riches, is at home destitute of 


spirit, weak in intellect, the victim of wretchedness, 
credulous beyond belief, and the prey of every sharp- 
er, foreign and domestic. 

I visited afew nights ago an assembly denominated 
the I[ouse of Lords, (for here they make lords as fast 
as you multiply wooden gods,) and one of them puta 
question to another respecting a large sum of money, 
owing to this nation by a fat old man, who has just 
been made King of France. It seems this fat old wan 
was the brother ofa King of France, who was behead- 
ed by his rebellious subjects some five-and-twenty 
years ago; and on that occasion, although a very brave 
man, this brother fled from the fury of the people, and 
took refuge in England, a place were every foreign 
knave may find a welcome. Donot misapprehend me 
to mean that this royal scion was a knave. Those 
who pretend to know, declare he is the very opposite. 
He was however received with open arms, and literal- 
ly fattened by his welcome into a prodigious rotundity 
of flesh. But this will not be a matter of astonish- 


the policy ofgovernments soars to higher achievements, 
But there are some men, and even statesmen, who re- 
tain here all the prejudices of reason, in some things. 
One of these obstinate unaccommodating beings 1s 
Earl Grey. On my aforesaid visit to the house of Lords, 
he put the impertinent question to the First Minister of 
the crown, of whether the money voted by the French 
nation had ever been received by the English govern- 
ment. ‘This question, at first, seemed to startle the 
Minister. Ie looked as if lie would fain have shielded 
the royal character of France from the imputation of 
neglect conveyed in the question. Oh! that he could 
have replied, Yes! in the language of indignation. 
And he might have said yes, but then ifhe had confes- 
{sed the payment, he would have been expected to ac- 
count for the money. Dearas the character of royalty 
was to him, the other consideration weighed heavily 
upon his mind, and dictated thereluctant answer—No., 
But what then? WereKings ever expected to pay their 
debts, like other men. Were there not royal modes of 


eh tl i discharging a debt, as well as royal modes for incurring 
ment with thee, when thou art Informed that all the} one. The Prime Minister had heard nothing about the 
nation was taxed for his support, and that the sole bu. 


siness of his royal life was eating and drinking, or pre. 


money—had thought nothing about the money, vulgar 





‘pian hf, ‘arte . trash ! The debt wasa debt of gratituce, and had been 
paring foreatingand drinking—his sceptre being trans. 


formed into a carving knife, and bis dominions met 
morphosed into a kitchen. Thou knowest, 


hamply repaid with—thanks, And “thanks to menor 


. | . 
a- |} noble minds is honorable meed.’’ What more could be 


O Yellow} expected ? And yet the King of France had done more 
Bonze, the disposition of thy Royal Master J S 


difficulties thou hast to encounter 


, and what} He had been generous, asa king. No sooner had he 


: » to supply his wants,) obtained the money, than he endowed an order of 
and to fill thine own pockets at t! 


1 Same time: and [ 


assure thee that royal extravagance is not confine 
Japan. It infected even this mig 


priests, the bonzes of Europe, witha large proportion of 


nue d to}it, toenable them to say prayers for the dead ! Theroyal 
hty monarch of vozst! dead are principally intended to be benelited by this de- 
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nation, but in gratitude to the English donors,a pray- 
er is to be introduced for the benefit of the nobility, 
and ministers ofstate, to the third degree of compari- 
son, viz. to the bad, the worse, and the worst. The chief 
bonze of the catholics, it is said, objected to the ordi- 
nance of the king, commanding prayers for his Eng- 
lish friends, inasmuch as they were not yet dead, and 
consequently not yet consigned to the pains of purga- 
tory. But to this it was replied, that there was no doubt 
but they would be in need of the prayers of the good, 
and, being in fact already dead to good works, there 
would not even be a literal impropriety in the propos- 
edceremony. Allare thus satisfied. The religious 
differences that have so long desolated the earth, and 
rendered nation hostile to nation, are entirely disst- 
pated, by the mission of a certain lord, named Castle- 
reagh, to the continent of Europe. It is here report- 
xd that he possesses the wand ofa magician; some 
however believe that heis no conjuror. Yet itis certain 
that he has performed prodigies. freland he abandoned 


, _~ | 
to her fate, and she is become pradigious/y wretched. 


England he has blessed with his protection, and she 
has amassed a prodigious share of glory; but having 
paid for it in sterling cash, it is not surprising that she 
should be prodigiously poor, And yet poor as she is, she 
gives up halfa million of money for a prayer, (to be 
sure it is a catholic one, and of course as fervent as the 
flames of the inquisition) with as much coolness as she 
would give a penny for a china crange. Would it not 
be admirable, if matters could ever be brought tosuch 
a passat Japan? Ifthere be any merit in fleecing the 
poor and besotted natives of that region, and Imposing 
upon his clouded understanding the fabulous legends 
of human contrivance ; how much more glorious to a 
legislator is it to have subdued the enlightened mind of 
the opulent Muropean; and made himbuta pack horse 
to carry the wealth for which he bas laboured, until 
it may suit the conventence of the minister to unload 
him. 

And yet, my friend, strange as it is, the conquest of 
the peopleisoniy halfthe triumph of an European mi- 
nister of state. They have even enthralled their mo- 
narchs, and reduced the kingly office intoa mere shield 
for ministerial delinquency. ‘Che minister surrounds 
the court withail ihat is contemptible, or terrific ; and 
thus draws an eternal line of separation between the 
sovereign and the affection of his people, which ena- 
bles him to deccive the first, and to oppress the latter in 
satety. It is strange that so obvious a cheat should not 
be discovered, especially as the indiscretion of courtiers 
even exceeds their presumpticn, and they pay their mo- 
narchs as little respect as the people. 

It isentertaining to remark the style in which a cour- 
tier sometimes talks of his sovereign. When William, 
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ina fit of despondency, had once threatened to resign 
the crown of England; Does he so? (said Sunderland) 
“there is Tom of Pembroke, (meaning Lord Pem- 
‘‘ broke) whoisas good a block of wood asa king 
‘© can be cut out of. We will send for him, and make 
‘himour Kina.’ To the same purpose the Princess 
of Wales, in 1753, expressed herself as to George the 
Second, in a conversation with Mr. Doddington. “She 
“said, with great warmth, that when they talked to her 
‘Sof the King she lost all patience, for she knew it was 
“ nothing ; that in these great points she reckoned the 
“‘ King no more than one of the trees we walked by, or 
“ something more inconsiderable which she named, but 
‘‘ that it was their pusillanimity which would make an 
“end of them.’’—* She said, if they talked of the king 
‘‘ she was out of patience ; it was as if they should tell 
“her, that her little Harry below would not do what 
“ was proper jor hin; that just so the King would 
“sputterand make a bustle, but when they told him 
‘¢ that it must be done from the necessity of his service, 
‘he must do itas little Harry must when she came 
“down.” 

Thou wilt gather from these anecdotes more of the 
nature of European establishments, than from any mi- 
nute description of the principles upon which they pro- 
fess to ke founded. In England they are very lavish 
in praise of the THEORY of their government ; but 
I confess the following narrative has given me a dis- 
like to the practice, which I fear I shall not easily over- 
come. In reading it | am confident, thou wilt start 
with horror, for the records of Japan cannot furnish 
thee with such an instance of barbarity ! 

A workman, in London, was apprehended by a press- 
gang. [Lis wife and child were turned to the door by 
their landlord. Within a few days after she was deli- 
vered of a second child in a garret. On her recovery, 
she was driven to the streets as a common beggar. She 
went into a shop, and attempted to carry off a small 
piece of liaen, She was seized, tried, and condemned 
to be hanged. Iu her defence she said that she bad 
lived creditably and happy, tilla pressgang robbed her 
of her husband, and in him ofall means to support her- 
seifand family; and that in attempting to clothe her 
new born infant, she perhaps did wrong, as she did not 
at that tine, know what she did. ‘The parish officers 
aud other witnesses, bore testimony to the truth of her 
averment, but all te no purpose. She was ordered for 
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Pyburn. he hangman dragged her suckling infant 
from her breast, when he strained the cord about her 
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neck. Onthe 13th May, 1777, Sir William Meredith | 

mentioned this assassination to the House of Commons. 

‘© Never, said he, was there a fouler murder committed 

* against the law, than that of this woman by the law.”’ 
My emotion would hardly allow me to copy the anec- 

dote ; and I must indulge my sorrow in its tears. 

Your well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARP. 
CFR 20T0LF 
HIGH TREASON. 

Commillals to the Tower — Cause of Ministerial Alarm— 
Singular Sagacity of a Magistrate— Examination of 
the Treasonable Potatoes—Point reserved for the 12 
Judges, &c. 

Formerly when the state was alarmed, there appear- 
ed some palpable cause for the fears that were enter- 
tained. Tulent or influence, were necessary to shake 
the nerves of a minister, or to excite asensation among 
the public. Butso puny and changeling are the present 
friends of the government, that they can conjure up rea- 
sons fora committee ofsecresy, upon the accidental meet- 
ings, and idle conversation of the most wretched of the 
wretched.An eld coat infallibly speaks disaffection to the 
state. A man without stockings or shoes, is a most no- 
torious traitor, and if all hisgarments have been shaken 
into rags by the relentless hand of time, every tatier is 
nefarious designs against the government. One migit 
suppose thatsuch an administration would be destroyed 
by its own fears, and sinkat once into the oblivion and 
contempt which such poverty ofjudgment,or wantonness 
of heart would justly deserve: they however keep their 
ground, and havesent four oftheir opponents, not worth 
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perate men, are kindléd into flame by the cool reason- 
ings of others. But they dare not seize the masters— 
they dare only meddle with those petty beings whom 
they can accuse without any interference, whom they 
can destroy without exciting any alarm. But do they 
imagine that they can thus put an end to the clamour 
that alarms them. | [! poverty be treason, and despair 
sedition, they will have an herculean task to eradicate 
them. They must commit by thousands, and hang by 
hundreds. ‘The character of Englishmen ts indeed woe- 
fully fallen; but they have not lost a// the feelings of 
humanity. When they are scourged, they will complain; 
while the hand of taxation presses upon them with a 
weight that amounts to torture, they will groan out 
their anguish until sensation is exhausted, and sensi- 
bility destroyed. 

We have heard, that so much chagrined were the 
Ministry, thatno person could be identified as having 
thrown any of the sfones at the Regent’s Carriage, and 
so dreadfully angry, that Sir James Murray’s budlet- 
plot excited only the risibility of the public, thata 
privy-council was held upon the suggestion of a Police 
Magistrate, whose nose is as qnick upon the scent of 
treason, as a blood-hound upon the steps ofa murderer, 
that the POTATOES should be tried for HighTreason. 
Astor the S'TONES, no malice prepense could be urged 
against them ; positice/y, at least ; for they might have 
been lyang there in their honest avocation of making a 


firm footing tor the carriage of royalty, and might not 


have entertained any design of rising against the head 


of the executive authority. [t was possible, indeed, that 


some frailerous stones might have been brought to min- 
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this no clear proctcould be obtained; forthe dust ofthe 


to the nation, except as maniacs, to THE T "E ‘ aa 
. Sapte doen eal pe l Hie OWER up pounded glass had so deranged the optics of Sir James, 

on a charge of High reason! The ministers strongly |that although he could swear to the stones the next 
devil, and then fainted ina fright before the image of} that they came there for the purpose of being thrown 
lus fancy. They have drawn a picture ofthe effect of their | at the royal carriage. In the emphatic language, how- 
a eee ee oe 4 aa , _/ - align, a gil 
own measures so very horrible, that they tremble at its re- ;ever, of Mr, Magistrate Hicks,—* the POTATOES 
flection in the nisery of ne people, Every saliow, hunger i speak for themselves.” lt is not the practice to pave 
eniaciated countenance that presses round their splendid ‘streets with potatoes. Hrgo, the potatoes must have 
equipages as they roll along, siiently reproaches them | been there with some treasonable design. They could 





with their inhumanity, in proionging the contest of 


have no lawful business out of the kitchen, er the 


weroeY * ING m4 spoete wk kx ene eae We th ani ryt Y . . ’ 
their system against the interests ofthe vation. Every}market place. They must have come, vile inte rlopers 
. ‘ ve if va) ' 7 . ) 4 71. a es: rae ? * . 
wWoe-WOl n glance that By ‘ {s Lire if bias! Lr tre\ lew 5 iS a as they W ere! express!v to comiunit at overt act oO} treae- 
spectre of tesror that whispers to their trembling ears.!son, by wickedly raising up their heads against the 
‘ ony " * Jha BL 99° P peta P odetnaatc ee edt, ry” ; eat Ge 4] ; i a Pie gaa . ‘ - ae 
‘beware of ihe hour of retribution ! Pise smiles they sovereign authority. This reasoning was conclusive 


would fain affect, die away on he blenching cheek, and 
waken every apprehension. Their measures betray 
them. They fnow their rea’, and most formidab/ oppoet 
sents. ‘Khey know that the wild ravings ofa few des- 





with the assembled ecuncil ; the sagacity of the pro- 
found detecior of the potatoes was rewarded with a vote 
of thanks, anda promise that when they had undergone 
the sentence of the law, the rash vegetables should be 
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consigned to him for his dinner; the polatoes were 
brought up in custody ofa file of soldiers, anda posse of 
Bow-street officers, for examination, before a privy- 
council. At first the case went very hard against them. 
When questioned, the poor potatoes satdnothing. They 
had not even an excuse to offer. They were mute as 
death. But the wisdom of the council provides for all 
contingencies ; it was immediately discovered that they 
were struck dumb with awe, before so wany d/iguilarics 
of the realm ; and, according to custom in the Euglish 
law, a counsel was assigned them for their defence. 
The worthy Magistrate then proceeded to substan- 
tiate his charge.— The potatoes, my lords, and gentle- 
men ‘ speak for themselves!) 1 do not mean that they 
express themselves in the coumon forms of language. 
But there is, my lords and gentlemen, as we all know, 
a dumb sort of eloguence that speaks louder than words, 
and silences the most noisy advocates, It is not pre- 
cisely this eloquence either which attaches to these trai- 


torous potatoes. Their language is a silent confession 


of their evil intentions, which as I said before is palpa- 
bie from the very presence of the potatoes at sucha 
place. What should they do so near the place where a 
monarch had once been slaughtered ? I hope, my lords 
and gentlemen, that ail of them wall be forthwith com- 
mitted to prison upon the charge of high lreason ; for 
although it may hereafter turn out to be only a misde- 
meanor that we can fairly prove; yet, in such cases, 
when there is a doubt of whether the parties have been 
euilty ofa higher, or a lower offence, I always make it 


aru/e to commit forthe higher. If weare not satisfied 


with the firsé verdict, in such cases, we can then take 
the benefit ofa new trial, and have the satisfaction of 
getting as much punishmentin the cave as we can!’ 
Most of the grave a-sembly assented to this reason- 
mg; andthe poor potatoes seemed to be inevitably 
doomed to the magisterial paunch, when Counsellor 
O’Garnish stood forward in their defence, and took a 
variety of legal exceptions against the speech of the 
worthy magistrate. ** As Counsel for these unfortunate 
potatoes, [ must admit that the circumstances against 
them are particularly suspicious. 
thrown asit were in the very teeth of royalty, at a time 
when, andin a place where, it was impossible toswallow | 
them. ‘his is a grievous offence, for which no doubt f 
my clients are by this time particularly sorry : and here | 
allow me to interpret in the favor of my clients, 
has been explained to their prejudice. 
lords and gentlemen, that silence w 
ishesusall. Ithas been said, that their silence was 
the proof of their guilt, but I would rather say it is the 


test of their innocence : they are ashamed of the cir-! 





They have beens 


hich so much aston) 
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cumstances into which they have been involuntarily 
forced, and droop like violets ina shower of rain. The 
dew of calamity hangs heavy upon them ; and they 
lument that they should have been brought into such 
had company. But which of us is free from‘error ? Who 
amongst usis there, with due deference be it now spo- 
ken. that has not been led into the paths that lead to 
temptation ? and although the illustrious men whom 
isee around me are all proof against the darts of evil» 
can we expect that my unfortunate clients, ignorant 
and humble as they are, should be equally free from 
the infirmity ofnature, But, my lords and gentlemen, 
l!hambly apprehend that there is no other proof against 
them than suspicion. Our accuser has proved that we 
were there: that we were thrown at the carriage of his 
Royal [ighness the Prince Regent. Butit isnot prov- 
ed how we came there, nor how we were so thrown, 
We mean to say, then, that we neither came of our- 
selves, nor threw ourselves, according to the terms ofthe 
charge. My lords and gentlemen, my clients were evi- 
dently the tools, the dupes of some violent reformists ; 
and from their gaicl appearance and humble demeanor 
at present, there is every reason in the world to con- 
clude that they have been forced into this disgraceful 
attack, cull they, nill they, without any premeditated 
designs on their parts. Shall f waste your precious time 
in the attempt to prove this? I havea thousand reasons 
to offer in support of it; but shall confine myself to 
one—they cou/d not: which I think will be suflicient 
Again, we must suppose these potatoes more sensele, 
than the sfones, whom no man accuses of any evil ine 
tention, although it is in proof that one of them did ac- 
tually break the giass of the carriage, to suppose thea 
so silly as to be thrown withtheir own consent against 
a bullet-proofcarriage, and the hard heads—I beg par- 
don—the hard helmets of the royal guard. Feel how 
soft they are, mv lords and gentlemen, and see how 
much they are bruised with merely falling upon the 
ground: and say if it belikely that their tender dispo- 
sitions could have ever harboured so diabolical and 
blood thirsty a design. Oh! my lords and gentlemen, 
discard all prejudices from your bosoms, and reward 
the zea! of their accuser with any other dainty ; butlet 
him not devour with a mistaken voracity of appetite 
my untortunate clients.” 

This eloquent appeal was not made in vain. Sympathy 


What | beamed in every eye; and even the accuser dropped a 
I mean, my } tear—tfor the apprehended loss of such an addition to hig 


dinner. A special order of council directed the twelve 
judges to examine and report upon the case made out 
for the potatoes, which are in the mean time committed 
for sate custody into the charge of the chief scullion. 
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Or a Lyrical Dozen, preparatory to a General Election. 


THE BLACK DWARF. 64 


THE TIME TO BE FREE; 





If I were a Freeinan I[’d give you a speech, 

Wherein I'd endeavour your rights all to teach ; 

But, not being a Freeman, must try other plan, 

And strive, in some verses, to shew all I can: 
Su let this be the CHORUS, now given in rhyme, 
To maintain Public Rights an ELECTION’s the time: 
Let the Freemen stand ap and declare, as they ought, 


That their VOTES shall be free, and they'l! never be bought, 


When the Candidates, supple, go round with a bow, 
And fair oromises make, as we all must allow ; 
When they ask for the Vote, let each Voter reply, 
“ Sir, ’'m happy to find the Election is nigh :” 

So let this be the CHORUS, &c. &c. 


If the Candidates urge them a promise to give, 

“ That they'll think it an honour, as long as they live ;” 

Let the Voters return them an answer polite, 

“If WE give You our Votes, YOU must give us our Right :” 
Solet this be the CHORUS, Ke. - 

The pledge being giv’n, the Voters should say, 

To these our conditions you must not say aay ; 

For, if you refuse, and another comply, 

We have only to say “ the Election is nigh :” 
So Ict this be the CHORUS, &c. 


The terms thus agreed on, by mutual consent, 

Let each Candidate know what each Voter then meant; 
Let him understand clearly, in language polite, 

What the Voters intended by “ Give us cur Right :” 

So let this be the CHORUS, Ac. 

The Right of the People, we thus may define, 

To have “ Parliaments short ;” to this all should incline; 
And another grand point they should ever maintain, 


Ls Foting by ballot, or Votes are in vain : 
So Jet this be the CHORUS, &c. 


ibe means, are as easy as thing can well be, 
Whereby ev'ry Voter could prove himself free ; 

tie, c2 secret, should vote, for the man of his choice, 
lor, without such a method, there’s no Public Voice: 


So let this be the CHORUS, &c. 


By atiue secret ballot, on well arrang’d plan, 

No bias nor intrest need warp any mau ; 

fe may thus give his Vote as his conscience directs, 

Nor, with fears of the landlord, his mind c’er perplex: 
So let this be the CHORUS, &c: 

Anothcr grand object each Voter should state, 

And be fairly agreed on, with little debate, 

Is simply that each who to Parliament goes, 

The Voice of CONSTITUENTS should never oppose - 
So let this be the CHORUS, &c. 


A true Representative ne'er can he be, 

Who deems public JUDGMENT less knowing thaa he, 
The Mafority chose him and gave him a seat; 

Their will over his should have pow’r complete : 


So let this be the CHORUS, &Xc. 
Of these just conditions we ne'er should luse sight, 


If we wish to enjoy in perfection our Right; 


SECRET BALLOT” stands second; ELECTORS’ oontrol,t 
Is the primary step, tow'rds reforming the whole: 
So let this be the CHORUS, &c. 


Let the People not murmur what taxes they pay, 

When pow’’s in their hands, if they'll throw it away ; 

It they lavish the means all their Rights to secure, 

They’ve uo Right to complain ; let them grieve and endure : 


Then let this be the maxim, in prose and in rliyme, 

To maintain Public Right an ELECLION’s the time ; 

Let the Freemen stand up, and declare—as they oagkt, 

That their VOTES shail be free, and they i never be bought. 


* Secret Bullot would produce considerable moral as well as_ political 
good; it would ten‘? to remove supercilious selt-importaut pride, on one 
side, and abject base servility or self-interested lear on the ether. 


It would prevent criminal animosities, frauds, and ill-will during and 
after Elections; would save much useless expence in the employment of 
agents and lawyers for election contests and scrutinies; and render wholly 
contemptible those degrading badges of vassalage callad favours, or cockade 
insult and folly. Briefly, itis the only method fit tor a free people. 


t True Religion is stated in the Gospel to depend on two grand maxims 
as leading prineiples, the love of God and love of ourneighbour ; so true 
Politics, or the System ot Freedow, has its binavien or dual regulators, 
which are above stated in the 11th stanza of the Lyrical Dozen, Electors’ 
control is justly called the primary step to the enjoyment of pertect 
Liberty; because without that, how are the people to get a law passed for 
puritying the method of Blection to that of Secret Ballot? Common sense 
laughs at the absurdity of supposing that any elass of men, in possession of 
power unjustly acquired, or noxieus in its operation, will make a law te 
curb themselves and diminish their undue authority, [tis rank nonsense 
to imagine this; and therefore it is little less than absurd to be pestering 
the Ilouse with Petitions, and wasting the time of the Senators by argu- 
mentation on topics unworthy of the place, such as the indecorousness of the 
language in which sentiments of supplication are conveyed to them. The 
wrangling on such matters wastes time that oaght to be much better employed 
in attending rather to things than words, to deeds ot grievance and oppres- 
sion, and means of effecting public goed, rather than in the niceties of 
phraseology, and the minutest decorum towards men who almost imugine 
themselves to be petty Divinities ; and such in fuct they are, for they can, 
and do segalate human actions, though they have no power over the ele- 
ments. They can neither give rain nor sunshine, winds nor calms; but 
what they can dois more than they ought to have power to do. They 
can counteract “the will of the People,” as matters are now ordered, 
This power does not justly belong to them, The fault, however, lays with 
the People. One bold effort ouly is wanted, and all things in due course 
of time, willbe as they ought to be. This is to be accomplished at a 
general Election; and fet the public mind be duly prepared tor it, by 
repeatedly briuging before them such arguments as cannot fail to convince 
them of their duty and their power. 


I assert, without any hesitation, that nothing but the baseness 
of Eleetorscan counteract public happiness. The nation may 
be free and happy, if they will but act as honest men and pa- 
triots; and remember there must come a general Election, and 
then isthe time for integrity and patriotism to lay the founda- 
tion stone for a temple sacred to virtue and liberty. Without 
virtue, liberty cannot exist. This note is already longer. than 
at first I intended; but = senfiment Jed to. sentiment, and sv 
the peu moved on. More remains to be said, but this must be 
reserved for a future day. In the interim | challenge the 
disputants in politics to discuss these two points. | here 
throw down the gauntlet. Take it up who will. The contro- 
versy shall either be carried on anonymously, or with real 
names, as most agreeable to opponents. [ have no wish to be 
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obtrusive of my name asa patriotic defender of popular rights; 
nor have I the teast fear to avow it if necessary. 
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